Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BERN 01276 261023Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DHA-02 ACDA-07 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 
INRE-00 OMB-01 TRSE-00 EB-08 /083 W 

261029Z 124961/14 

O R 261000Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY BERN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 41 10 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 

USUN NEW YORK 299 

AMEMBASSY VIENNA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERN 1276 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UNHCR, SZ 

SUB J : MOVE OF HUMAN RIGHTS DIVISION TO NEW YORK 

REF: (A) STATE 62223, (B) GENEVA 2066 (NOTAL), 

C) BERN 1245 

1 . WHATEVER THE INITIAL PRIVATE SENTIMENTS OF THE SWISS (REFTEL C), 

THEY NOW APPEAR TO HAVE DECIDED TO ACCEDE GRACEFULLY TO OUR DESIRE 
TO MOVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS DIVISION BACK TO NEW YORK. 

2. AMBASSADOR FRANCOIS DE ZIEGLER, DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS, FEDERAL POLTICIAL DEPARTMENT, TOLD ME LAST NIGHT 
THAT THE SWISS INTEND TO INTERPOSE NO OBJECTION TO THE HRD'S 
DEPARTURE FROM GENEVA. HE DEFINED SWISS INTERESTS FOR 

UN GENEVA ACTIVITIES AS "HUMANITARIAN (AS DISTINGUISHED FROM 
THE POLITICAL ISSUES BOUND UP IN HUMAN RIGHTS), ECONOMIC AND 
DISARMAMENT SECTORS." HE ADDED THAT SWITZERLAND HAD NOT SOUGHT 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HRD IN GENEVA IN THE FIRST PLACE. 

REFLECTING SWISS DOUBTS ABOUT WALDHEIM'S OBJECTIVITY, HE 
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EXPRESSED THE SUSPICION THAT WALDHEIM MIGHT HAVE FAVORED THE ORIGINAL 
MOVE TO GENEVA IN ORDER TO HELP "FILL UP" THE AVAILABLE 
SPACE THERE, AND OPEN THE WAY TO THE MOVE OF OTHER, DESIRABLE 
ACTIVITIES TO VIENNA. 

3. DE ZIEGLER INTENDS TO EXPRESS THE SWISS POSITION OF "NO OBJECTION" 

AT THE NEXT SUITABLE OPPORTUNITY; POSSIBLY AS EARLY AS 
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NEXT TUESDAY, WHEN THE GENEVA GROUP MEETS IN GENEVA EITHER IN 
CORRIDOR DISCUSSIONS OR AT THE LUNCH FOR HEADS OF DELEGATION 
HOSTED BY THE SWISS. 

DAVIS 
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